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teachers, spoken of in the Scriptures them-
selves, and these would far more than
overlap the writers of the Early Church,
who bear witness to the existence of the
Mysteries. For among these, are pupils of
the Apostles themselves, though the most
definite statements belong to those removed
from the Apostles by one intermediate
teacher. Now, as soon as we begin to
study the writings of the Early Church,
we are met by the facts that there are
allusions which are only intelligible by the
existence of the Mysteries, and then
statements that the Mysteries are existing.
This might, of course, have been expected,
seeing the point at which the New Testa-
ment leaves the matter, but it is satisfactory
to find the facts answer to the expectation.
The first witnesses are those called the
Apostolic Fathers, the disciples of the
Apostles; but very little of their writings,
and that disputed, remains. Not being
written controversially, the statements are
not as categorical as those of the later
writers. Their * letters are for the
encouragement of the believers. Polycarp,
Bishop of Smyrna, and fellow-disciple with